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THE NORTH RANCH PTA HAS A BRAND NEW WEBSITE!!

NORTHRANCHPTA.COM

The purpose of this site is to allow the parents, teachers and staff of

North Ranch Elementary to have 24 -hour access to all current PTA news,
events and information. We will provide up to date information, Execu-
tive Board contact information and forms you need for your convenience.

This is a work in progress and your feedback is welcome. Please send
suggestions and comments to  annehribar.pta@cox.net

North Ranch PTA Fall Fundraiser

= North Ranch PTA is excited to announce we have pai <
#= nered with Great American for our Fall Fundraiser. There will be a
kick off assembly on September 30. Look for exciting products,:
that include wrapping paper, kitchen gadgets, yummy chocolates, note carfis
and bags, just to name a few. They also have an entire jewelry line. In ihe
catalogue there are more than 100 products $10.00 and under!!! .

Product will be delivered early October, in time for all the holidays!! Includeél
in this fundraiser, is a BMX Bike Show from the world renowned BMX Bike
- Team from Creative Sports. Their exciting show will be Novemberth5 The:
. top selling classroom will stay after the main show for a picture with the BMX
. team. Any questions, please contact team leader, Lisa Sanchez léSan-.
chezl7@cox.nebr 602-826-7173. Volunteers are always welcome!
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From the Principal ds Desk

Dear North Ranch Families,

Are you ready to take the challenge?The Principal 6s Chall enge i s an
who chooses to participate. Students are able to learn about a recommended subject or topic that

peaks his/her interest. Students decide to participate simply for the challenge and joy of learning.

A student may choose any subject that is of interest to him/her. This is a great opportunity for the

whole family to learn together.

The Principalds Challenge becomes an extended |
and complete projects that are of special interest to the student. Be creative in what you desire to

learn more about. The variety of activities may extend as far as you wish. All paperwork and journal
summaries must be submitted in either one 3-ring binder or another method of binding. The binder
should have the studentds name, homeroom teacher
webpage http://cmweb.pvschools.net/nresweb/ for the specifics about developing a project.

Projects are evaluated based on the number of activities a student chooses to complete. The activi-
ties must be neatly done. There must be a variety of activities completed showing that a student
has had some unique experiences. All documents must be contained in a binder. The learning
log must be completed and neatly written or typed. Students may print or write in cursive.

Exemplary projects in each grade will be recognized at the end of the year. | am excited to see
your projects. Wishing you the joy of learning.

Dr. Sarah S. Hartley, Principal

i I NSNS IS NSNS NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN ENNEEEE N

Morning Drop -Off & Drive Thru

8§ If you are planning to drop your child off at school we ask that you use the designated Student Drop Off
Zone located on the right side of the parking entrance towards the multipurpose room. A Duty Aide or parent
volunteer will unload your child ONLY at the Student Drop Off Zone. If you are plan-
ning to walk your child into the school please park in a parking space.

§ Exit parking lotd RIGHT TURN ONLY
8 Do not unload your child across the street. It is unsafe and illegal.
Afternoon Pick -Up

8§ Enter through parking lot and drive around the Multi -purpose room to the west side of
the building.

§ Students are loaded into cars by our duty aides and parent volunteers.
8§ Do not load your child into your car across the street. It is unsafe and illegal.

Other Safety Issues

8§ Do not leave your vehicle unattended in any student drop -off zone or bus loading zone at arrival or dismissal
times.

8 Pope John VIII dos not allow North Ranch parents to park in their lot. Please observe our neighbors request.
Students must always cross the street at a marked crosswalk with a crossing guard, even if they are crossing
with their parent. Parents should not encourage their child to jaywalk. It is extremely dangerous.

8 The goal is safety for all our children.

§ Gates are locked at 9:00 a.m. If a parent gets accidentally locked inside, please enter the building on the west
side and exit out the front doors.

§ Students living east of 64th Street cross ONLY at Paradise Lane. They should travel Paradise Lane to and from
61st Place.
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OFFICE INFORMATION

VOICEMAIL SYSTEM

We now have available the ability for par-
ents (community, friends, and family) to

call a specific number and then when prompted, type
in teacher's mailbox number and leave a voice mes-
sage. This is so much easier than going through the
office to only be transferred to this same place. It
also frees up the office from taking messages.

This phone number is for all schools in the district:
Dial 602-449-7779 enter extension when prompted:
_____ Most teachers prefer to be contacted by
email, however both email and phone extensions are
listed on the NRES web site under the "Our Staff"
link. There is a district-wide problem, currently being
worked on, that cuts some messages off after a few
seconds, so speak quickly!! Hopefully this will be
fixed soon!

SCHOOL SAFETY

As a reminder for your c
arrive on campus AFTER 8:30am since there is ng
supervision until that time. Also, if your student

walks or rides their bike to school, make sure they
dondét arrive at the cros
that is the time the crossing guards begin.

SCHOOL PARKING LOT

We understand that our parking lot gets full, but
please DO NOT park in the handicap spots. We
have students, families and visitors who need to use
these designated parking spots.

BUS INFORMATION

The District website has a tool to help
you find your bus stop location. At the Iff““b
top of the home page, there is an icon

t hat says fBusliclonthis, .-1 nd
enter your home address and you will get the infor-
mation. If you have any questions about the bus,
you can call the transportation department at 602 -
449-2251.

VISITORS AND VOLUNTEERS

All visitors must wear a Visitor Badge
while on school grounds. You must sign
in first at the office before going to any
classroom, the cafeteria or playground. State law
requires this for the protection of your children.

Parents are always welcome to visit or volunteer in
our classrooms. As a courtesy to the teacher, please
make contact in advance so that you can arrange
your visit.
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¢ SCHOOL COUNCIL CORNER

: School councils (formerly called site councils) ¢
were enacted in 1994 by the Arizona legislatur

261

¢ the outcome of a decision at the school sit&

. Next Meeting-September 23, 2009 7:30 AM pe
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: THE ART MASTERPIECE PROGRAM IS

I COMING TO NORTH RANCH

I In January 2010, North Ranch Elementary
Iwill begin to implement the Art Master-
I piece Program into the school curriculum.
I Much like the Junior Achievement pro- &
[gram , Art Masterpiece will need parent
| volunteers to go into the classroom and provide in-
| struction on Art specific topics. Parents do not have to
| be Art Majors to provide instruction. If you are inter-
ested in becoming a parent volunteer for this program,
please complete the Art Masterpiece Volunteer form
available in the Front Office Kiosk.
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¢ Revised Statutes Section 1351(A)).
4 School Council members work together to &
¢ provide input regarding decisions that are im-¢
@ plemented and effective for the site. These deci®
. sions focus on helping students and the organg
* zation as a whole. .
@ Your School Council members are as follows
¢ Parents: Carol Krulisky and Eleni Paris; Commu®
)¢ nity Member: Connie Skundrich; Teachers: Su
:Bjerkestrand and Jodi Chester; Classified: R
¢ Foos. PS
¢ August 26, 2009 Meeting ¢
h® § dWelcormerdne ihtsoductiphsu d e nt s s I:> ul
¢ 1 School Council Training *
P'S Guidelines and procedures P'S
¢ 1 Set Meeting Dates and Times K
‘o Wal fWadnds8al Mbrfiing® 3¢ A ™M Siec
@ ¢ Selected recordep Connie Skundrich ¢
: 1 Reviewed ByLaws and Ground Rules :
¢ 1 Elected Carol Krulisky Vice Chair ¢
¢ 1 Approved Tax Credit for before and after ¢
¢  school classes: 4
1 ¢ Homework Club, GenYes Leadership
¢ Club, Read Naturally, Rise/Read/Shine, ¢
: Tutoring Classes, Drama Club, Digital :
P Storytelling and Dulcimer Music Club 4
4 4



This months spotlight shines on the this years
new teachers and staff here at the Ranch:

My name is Shannon Lohmeier and | am the new Para Educator in Mrs.
Bukshpandéds classroom. This is my second
mentary. | have lived in Arizona for the past 18 years, and although I'm not a

native, my roots are firmly planted here. Both of my children attend school at

North Ranch and are just as excited as | am about the 2009 / 2010 school year.

| am looking forward to working with the students and the wonderfully dedi-

cated members of the North Ranch staff. It's going to be a great year!
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My name is Nathan Pownall and | am a graduate of Arizona State University.

will be teaching 4th grade this year at North Ranch. Currently | am seeking my
Masters in Secondary Education from NAU. Previously | taught 4th grade in
Avondale, and 5th grade at Desert Cove Elementary. | am married, my wife
Michelle is a former kindergarten teacher. We are expecting a son to be born at
the end of September, his name will be Riker. | enjoy sports especially football
as | played at Horizon High School. | love to travel. My favorite vacation spot is Disney-
land. My wife and | are Disney fanatics! | come from a family of teachers and | enjoy what |

do! | look forward to a great year and am looking forward to getting to know each and
every student!
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Hello, my name is Melissa Holderman and | am very proud to be the new kindergarten

teacher here at North Ranch. | am married with one amazing son, JJ, who is in 2 " grade
and fills my every day with joy, laughter and love. | am a karaoke diva, a shop -a-holic, and
enjoy taking camping trips with my family. For me, Heaven is the beach.

| recently came back into the teaching world after staying home with my son for six years.
Before North Ranch, | taught at Sandpiper ES, just a hop, skip and jump from here. Prior to
life as a mommy, | taught for 10 years in the Southern CA area including a magnet school
and a CA Blue Ribbon school.

Notes from the Nurse's Office

I'm sure that you all have read the articles in the newspaper about the flu; seasonal
and the novel HIN1. Some simple steps you and your family can follow that will hely
stop the transmission of the viruses are:

{Practice good hand hygienéy washing your hands often with soap and water, espe-
cially after coughing or sneezing. Alcohebased hand cleaners are also effective.

fiCoveryour mouthandnosec EOE A OEOOOA xEAT Ui O AT OCE 1 O 0Oi

sneeze into your elbow or shoulder; not into your hands.

{iStay home if you or your child is sickor at least 24 hours after there is no longer a fever or signs of a
fever (without the use of feverreducing medicine). Keeping sick students at home means that they ke
their viruses to themselves rather than sharing them with others.

Get your family vaccinatedor seasonal flu and 2009 H1N1 flu when vaccines are available.

These steps come from the CDC. If you have any questions regarding this coming flu season, please
me at 602449-6403. Stay well.

call




What is UPC? (United Parent Council) I

IUnlted Parent Council is a districtwide parent group that has looked out for the interests of students in the
“ Paradise Valley Unified School District for over 25 years. It provides a forum for the exchange of ideas, in- |
Iformatlon on current issues in the district and happenings in the field of education; and seeks to give par-
“ents influential voices in the decision-making processes affecting their children. With monthly meetings, |,
school reps, a website and e-bulletins, UPC helps you become an informed parent. Want to know more?
Contact Lisa Sanchez at LKsanchez17@cox.net or visit www.pvupc.org. Upcoming Meeting Schedule:

Wednesday September 16, 2009 |
Program Topic: AGrant Writing 101686
Wednesday, October 14, 2009 I

Program Topic: School Councils, how they work within our schools

Wednesday, November 18, 2009 ,

Program Topic: Book Club Discussion panel 0 A Whole New Mind I

Meetings are held at the District Office at .

15002 N. 32nd Street Just South of Greenway |

This month new superintendent Dr. James Lee addressed the group and answered questions in a program'

titlTHE FIARST. DB Ede has been a teacher, principal, and district administrator. He believes _
itéds important to nurture, engage, chall enge, gyi d
"adults (district empl oyees and parents), itds i mpo

thize, and involve them. He is asking administrators to study and discuss the book, A Whole New Mind by
" Daniel Pink. It inspires a holistic approach to learning (right hemisphere thinking) favoring synthesis and .
big picture thinking, helping students to know about their world and what to do with information they possess.
" This kind of knowledge will be necessary in the 21Century. This year a new Long Range Plan will need to be
drawn up and Dr.Lee will utilize a shared decision making format that is collaborative, inclusive, meaningful, rimd
" focused on student achievement.

Welcome to the new school year! We are very excited to be back at school with

your children. Guiding them as they learn and grow is an honor and a privilege

that we do not take lightly. Your support is needed more than ever due to the re-

cent changes in our district economic si
When it comes t readingeée

H €

0
T Volunteer to come and read a favorite story lto
1 Make daly readi ng a part of your family routineég¢ve
1 Talk to your child about what they are reading. Ask them to summarize the story and tell
you their thoughts and feelings about the book. Discuss the challenging vocabulary
words and try to relate stories and readings| tc
1 Be arole model. Either read to your child or let them see you reading so they understand
that it is an enjoyable everyday part of life, not a task or a chore.
I n general é
From the start of the school year, stay on top of classroom routines and help your child with
organizational skills.
Check the school website to stay informed and support your PTA
Ask your chil ddés teacher what they might need.
Volunteer to come in to class to help with projects, centers, field trips, and special events.

If you have any questions regarding reading or would like more specific information on how you
can help your child, please feel free to contact me at any time. Welcome back!

Mrs. Thomas, Reading Specialist




From The PTA Presidentos Des
Welcome back to the new school year. | hope all of you are off to a great start. @&%
home and at school. We are definitely off to a busy start this year and we have ]';'{
many fun filled events planned for this year. In order to make these events hap-

pen, however,we need you! As you know, the PTA is a volunteer organization. We need you
special talent and a little of your time each year to help make things a rousing success and &
whole lot of fun for kids and family alike. We have many committees that need help, from
volunteers to team leaders, and you are the fit for a committee in need. We have committees
that need 1-2 hours a week, 12 hours a month, 3 hours at the beginning of the year, 2 hours
at the end of the year, 6 phone calls made from home, you name it, we have it! What a great
way to show your kids how important their school and its activities are to you. A list of com-
mittees needing help is shown below. Please emaihnehribar.pta@cox.neto volunteer.
Thank you for your time and talents.

September isNational PTA membership month Join the PTA and support the funding of
many school programs such as Kidbiz2000, Accelerated Reader, and Study Island. Become a
PTA member and gain the right to vote on critical items at all PTA meetings. Attendance at
meetings is not required to be a PTA member. Please consider joining the PTA.

Thank you to all of you who have completed and returned the documents received at the ber
ginning of the school year. Your timeliness is much appreciated.

The next PTA meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 4 at 7pm in the PTA portable.
Please come join us! If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at%&hg>
4663 or atannehribar.pta@cox.net Thanks!

Anne Hribar, PTA President

P"q

BIRTHDAY BOOKS

The PTA is collecting books
(in good condition) to give

B.E.S.T. out for the Birthday Book
Building Educational Support Together program. Any donations are greatly appre-
ciated. Books for 5th & 6th grade levels are
The next B.E.S.T. meeting will especially needed. There is a drop off bin
take place on near the office.

September 22nd, 2009

Come hear factual information . NORTH RANCH-BHIRTS

about the M&O Overr i: dPBOW YPuy gchopl gpigton Fi-

pact on the PVUSD budget. | days with a new NR 1shirt! This
jyear we have new styles of Bhirt

 for students and adults. Only $10.

Where: Horizon High School, 7:00 p.m.
Auditorium I Forms can be found in the Front Office Kiosk
I or the PTA website at Northranchpta.com. |

Be an informed parent!
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EARN MONEY FOR
NORTH RANCH WHILE

YOU SHOP!!
FRYS COOL CASH

§ Just bring in the North Ranch ID #10737 to any
Fryés Food and Drug and
your VIP card number. You must renew each
year.

BASHAS THANKS A MILLION

§ Ask any cashier to link the North Ranch ID num-
ber to your Thank You Card. NORTH RANCH ID
#26057. Program runs from 9/1/09 7 3/31/10.
You must renew each year.

E-SCRIP/SAFEWAY CLUB CARD

§ Go online to WWW.ESCRIP.CONb sign up/renew
your Safeway card and
may also link Debit and Credit cards to this pro-
gram.

ALBERTSONGOS COMMUNITY PABUNER C‘g/—bRD|nvo|\/ed—

§ Pick up a Community Partners card at the Front
Office Kiosk and take it in to Albertsons when you
shop.

TARGET

§ Sign up for a Target Visa or Target Red Card and
a portion of your spending will be donated to the
school. You must link these cards to our school
on the target website. School group number is
25862.

BUY YOUR NORTH RANCH

YEARBOOK TODAY!
80 Pages of ALL COLOR YEARBOOKS*

on Sale NOW: ONLY $16.00
Buy your yearbook now.. This is also a great time
to imcdugle yourlpérsocab messaget to your child, or
order a personal messadg
Personal messages are $5.00 per eight (8) word
increment.

* Forms are available at the Front Office Kiosk or North
Ranch Website at northranchpta.com and can be returned to
Yyour students teacher or the PTA Lockbox.

Get one thing off your

book (and personalized message) today!

your

Macyos car d. Y

GET INVOLVED

We still have some opportunities for

wi t h
PTA! The following committees are looking for
Team Leaders:

Beautification

Bike Rodeo

Birthday Books

Bulletin Board

Country Fair (need 4 leaders)

Me and My Guy Dance (need shadow)
Grocery Rebates

1 Spirit Fridays

= =4 -8 -8 _a_82_-29

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR HELP IN Please consider volunteering for one of these posi-

RAISING MONEY FOR OUR SCHOOL!

For more information about these pro-
grams, please go the North Ranch PTA
website at Northranchpta.com

tions, you will have the support of a PTA Executive
Board Liaison and a committee to help you! Any
questions on what is involved with these commit-
tees should be directed to Anne Hribar at
northranchpta@cox.net.

Hey North Ranch Box Toppers!!

Hefty paper ware and Ziplock brand bags.

| hope you had a great summer and continued to save Box Tops while you

were away from school. We will have a contest the last week of September and

the class that brings in the most, unexpired, Box Tops per student will have a
breakfast with me, the Box Top Queen!!! Remember to search your cupboards and pantry
for the following items: General Mills cereals, Pillsbury rolls, Cottonelle paper products,

Lots of items have been added this year and
you can find them all at boxtops4education.com. Make sure you get permission from a

grownup before taking off those pink labels! Each one is worth 10 cents to our school!!

I'm so excited to be collecting again and look forward to a yummy breakfast! As always, if

you have any questions or concerns please contact me at maxsonmomma@cox.net.



http://www.escrip.com/

North Ranch family summits Kilimanjaro with group of blind climbers!

Eric Stelzer (6" grader) and his family were sighted

blind climbers from the Foundation for Blind Children who climbed Mt. Kiliman-
jaro this summer. The group was supported by the community including fami-

' lies and students at North Ranch. Thanks very much for
4 your support and help in making their trek a huge success!

¥ Mt. Kilimanjaro, located in Tanzania stands at 19,340 feet
y tall. The group broke at least two world records! (Largest

group of blind climbers to summit and youngest blind climber to summit, Max
Ashton at age 13) The team is proud to have raised enough money to fund Ari-
vi sual |forthe upqoraingryear as itsrfunding was recemtlg r a ms

zonaodos blind &
reduced in state budget cuts. Thanks Wranglers!!

ﬁONUTS WITH DAD -

Calling all dads. Bring @
your kids to school, stay
and enjoy a donut and some
quality time with your kids.
Come and meet some of the other
dads at North Ranch.

When: Friday, September 11, 2009

K 8:30 - 9:00 a.m. /

guides for a group of 8

NORTH RANCH GARAGE SALE!

The 2nd Annual North Ranch Garage Sale
to benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society will be held on

Saturday, October 3, 8am till noon

Clean out those closets, garages and
drawers!!

We need donators, shoppers and helpers. Pick
up service is available for large items. A drop
off box will be located by the front office for do-
nations starting Monday, September 21. Con-
tact Anne Hribar at annehribar.pta@cox.net  to
schedule pick up or for additional information.

MUCH MOREE

JOIN THE NORTH RANCH PTA

What does your membership provide for our children?

Educational programs such as: Childsplay, Visiting Authors, Science Fair, Reflections; Family
Events such as: Country Fair, Fall Festival, Me and My Guy Dance, Mother/Son Event, Family
Movie Night, Safety Programs, Talent Show, Technology Programs, Teacher Support and SO

Special Incentive: This year, PTA members will receive a discount on many events and programs!!!

COST: $20 per family,

HOW DO

RanchPTA) and return to

$15 per teachers/staff

Each membership includes ONE free school directory.
The first K -3 and 4-6 class with 100% membership will receive a surprise party!!

YOU JOIN?

Complete the membership form, place it in an envelope with your cash or check (payable to North

your childbdés teacher or

office kiosk or on the PTA website at Northranchpta.com. If you have any questions, please contact
Alissa Krantz at ndnative2@gmail.com

he
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Make sure to check out the Parent Communica-
tion Board and Kiosk. Located across from the
front office. All information and PTA flyers can
be found there.

Special thank you to all the parents who helped
with the PTA Open House. You are so appreci-
ated!!

| would like to thank all parents who participated
and executed our BooHoo/Yahoo Breakfast, es-
pecially Mrs. Valentine, Mrs. Sanchez, Mrs. Bea-
gle, Mrs. Wolpert, and Mrs. Hribar. Special thanks
to Mrs. Merrill for arranging food donations from
Paradise Bakery and Einstein's Bagels.

Parent volunteers are needed to help answer the
telephone during the school day. If you can do-
nate some of your time , please contact Marla
Jennings or Ann Wier in the front office.

DONOGT FORGET TO VI SIT
WEBSITE t o sign up for -
newsletter; it is a great way to keep informed
about our school district and it has a great calen-
dar reminder for school recess and half-day
schedules. www.pvschools.net
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Eg Welcome back to all of our Eg
Eg North Ranch Bankers! Eg
I:I North Ranch is proqd to qnnounce::j
I:I that they are teaming with Iron- :::
::1 Stone Bank to provide a new and{:}
E:i improved banking program for you. E:i
:::IronStone Bank  will provide the following ;?
::jfeatures to all North Ranch Bankers: ;:;
E:i § An interest bearing account with no fees E:i
E:i § Incentives awarded for making deposits Eé
;:j § A new piggy bank to start off their savings :?
E:i § The value of learning to save E:i
;&Forms were sent home in the folders during §

;:Ethe first week of school or they can be found in g
;:;the front office kiosk or on the new North &

;:jRanch website at northranchpta.com. All stu- ;:;
$ : ol Al stu- &
% dents must sign up with this new banking insti- Q
:gtution regardless if they banked last year. ;:;
ral }.1

[OOSVOOLVOVVOVVVVVOVVVVVVOVVOOVOOVOO0N

BICYCLE SAFETY

It is wonderful to see so many

of North Ranch's Students riding

their bikes to and from school! Par-

ents, please discuss with your child if they are to
ride in the street or on the sidewalk. If they are to
ride on the sidewalk they need to remember that
they need to share with the walkers!!! Please have
them warn the walkers that they are approaching.
A simple, "Coming up on your right!" can ensure
that the walker knows that they are approaching! It
is also important that you discuss how they are
to handle the recycle and trash bins that are often
blocking the sidewalk! Happy Riding!

REMINDER:
Refreshment Roundp

We are still collecting bottled water, juice
boxes and soda to use for North Ranch school
activities. The Round-up will run until Sep-
temieE 4thD PagemtKkmag drop off the bever-
e es . dilsitsstieck slxsel @w, 0
room, at Parent drop -off and outside the main
entrance of the school. There will be a con-
test between classes, so label your donations
with your childds teac

The requested items are:

Kindergarten - Diet Coke

First Grade - Coke

Second/Third Grade - 160z Water bottles
Fourth Grade - Root Beer

Fifth Grade - Juice Boxes

Sixth Grade - Sprite

/ MUFFINS WITH MOM \

Moms, come enjoy breakfast with

your kids on the way to school.
Bring the kids to school, spend some time with
them and enjoy your morning with no clean ug
necessary.What a way to end the week!

When:  Friday, September 25, 2009

It S i

her

k 8:30-9:00 a.m. /
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